
 

P
R

E
S

S
 R

E
L

E
A

S
E

 

 

 

 

HICKMAN MILLS C-1 SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 

9000 Old Santa Fe Road • Kansas City, MO 64138 Telephone: 816-316-7000 • FAX 816-316-7020 

NCA Accreditation/MSIP Provisional Accreditation 

 

Notice of Non Discrimination The Hickman Mills C-1 School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, gender, disability or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 

other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-

discrimination policies: Executive Director, Human Resources, 9000 Old Santa Fe Road, Kansas City, MO 64138 or 

(816) 316-7000. Interested persons who want to obtain information as to the existence and location of services, activities, 

and facilities that are accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities should contact Executive Director, Human 

Resources, 9000 Old Santa Fe Road, Kansas City, MO 64138 or (816) 316-7000. 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Friday, February 21, 2014 

 
Wednesday, February 12, 2014 Superintendent of Hickman Mills School District, Dr. Dennis Carpenter, gave a 

presentation to the Board of Education entitled Moving Forward, depicting three key recommendations for the 2014-

2015 school year.  At last night’s School Board Meeting, The Board voted unanimously to approve the Moving 

Forward recommendation put forth by the district. 

 

The key recommendations included in the plan are: 
 

Hickman Mills will educate all four year olds in the district, (approximately 600) as distinguished by: 

 A full day instructional program that services our students five days a week 

 Utilizing Freda Markley Early Childhood Center to its full capacity (approximately 300 students) 

 Repurposing Ervin Middle School as Ervin Early Learning Center to serve approximately 300 pre-k students, 

and all of the district’s kindergarten students (approximately 550) 

 

Hickman Mills will realign the placement of grade levels to best serve the achievement needs of our students as 

distinguished by: 

 Creation of a Freshman Center focused on the specific needs of freshman students, and to provide a high level 

of support in their transition to high school 

 Sixth grade students remaining at the elementary schools, where research shows they are more successful 

academically 

 

Hickman Mills will provide an alternative education, to secondary students with unique needs and/or life circumstances 

through Ombudsman Educational Services. Ombudsman was chosen based on their results in urban areas around the 

country. Ombudsman provides: 

 A high-quality, rigorous curriculum with blended learning opportunities 

 A means of increasing graduation rates for students in the alternative setting 

 

The energy in the board room was very high. Many audience members applauded or nodded their approval after The 

Board gave their consent. Smith Hale Middle School Principal, Dr. Hayet Woods, was one of the many individuals in 
attendance. Dr. Woods is also part of the Five Year Strategic Planning Team that worked to help develop the 

recommendations put forth. She states, “As I listened to Dr. Carpenter and the partner presentations I thought to 

myself, ‘this is such an amazing time to be a part of the HMC-1 School District and community. The opportunities 

presented through these three recommendations will have long term effects that will change the lives of the students 

and families of Hickman Mills for years to come. The long term sustainability along with the research based foundation 

for the recommendations makes me support Dr. Carpenter's solid plan. I can honestly say that it is one of the most 

exciting times of my career to be a part of this forward-thinking plan set forth by Dr. Carpenter. I cannot wait until the 

first class of 4-year-olds graduate, that will be a historical moment.’ ” 

 

Candace Cheatem, Deputy Director of LINC, also shared her thoughts on the Moving Forward recommendations. She 

states, “I’m so proud of The Board and Dr. Carpenter for bringing cohesiveness and thoughtfulness to this district. 

Their action at the Board Meeting shows they are thinking about the district and the community not just now, but for 
years to come.” 
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